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“study for test” or “take medication”) and has 
sixty-five preprogrammed messages.

Technology can also assist students with dis-
abilities in note taking. One common technology 
marketed to support anyone with note taking is 
a Livescribe™ smartpen. With a Livescribe™ 
pen, when a student writes on the specifically 
designed paper, he or she is not only taking writ-
ten notes but can also record the conversations 
or lectures occurring. If a student wants to go 
back to his or her notes, when the student taps 
on a specific place on the paper, the audio will 
actually play from that point. The Livescribe™ 
pen is also only slightly larger than a typical pen. 
Apps for mobile devices also exist that offer fea-
tures similar to those of a Livescribe pen. Two 
popular note-taking-based apps are Notability 
by Ginger Labs (2016) and Evernote (2016).

Assistive Technology and the Young Child
As previously noted, assistive technology considerations are mandated for children 
served under IDEA. Hence, assistive technology considerations also apply to children 
from birth until age 3 who are served via an individualized family service plan. While 
many of the assistive technology devices and tools discussed in the following chapters are 
applicable to young children, there are some unique assistive technology considerations. 
Adaptive toys and games represent one category of assistive technology (Bryant & 
Bryant, 2003). For example, battery-operated toys can easily be modified to work with 
a switch through acquisition of a copper wafer. In addition, companies are increasingly 
creating accessible or adaptive toys for young children, such as triangular crayons, crayon 
rocks, or crayons with knobs for better grasping. Young children can also take advantage 
of adaptive utensils or other dishes. In addition, young children are prime candidates for 
repurposing everyday technology and items to be assistive technology, such as a Hula-
Hoop to keep objects within grasp or a cookie sheet with objects affixed with magnets.

Issues With Assistive Technology
Although assistive technology offers much potential for students with disabilities, 
there are challenges with assistive technology that educators need to take into con-
sideration. Despite the benefits of assistive technology, the use of various tools and 
devices may stigmatize some pupils. This occurs when individuals use a technology in 
a general education classroom that makes them stand out or makes them feel as if they 
do (Parette & Scherer, 2004). For example, if a student struggles to read independently 
but is the only one in the class reading on a computer, he or she may feel that use of the 
technology is stigmatizing. Avoiding stigmatization in the selection of assistive tech-
nology is important, as feeling different can lead to assistive technology abandonment, 
whereby the pupil quits using the tool. Hence, when the IEP team members consider 
the use of assistive technology, it is important that they also examine the student’s 
interests, attitudes, and sense of self-confidence as well as the context in which the 
assistive technology will be used.

Another important issue for assistive technology is ensuring that all parties receive 
adequate training or possess sufficient knowledge to correctly implement the technology. 

Watchminder is an assistive technology device that can provide prompts to 
students to assist with organization.
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stigmatization: To experience 
undesired negative attention due to 
using assistive technology.

abandonment: When an individual 
stops using an assistive technology 
device.
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